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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. What are the stages of development in Grusche’s relationship with Michael? At what
point does she accept him as her own? Who do you think should get the child?

2. Is Azdak a just judge?
3. What elements of this play and production are distinctly “Brechtian”?
4. What is the role of music and song in this play?

5. At what moments during the production is the audience required to “work™

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Bloom, Harold, ed. Bertolt Brecht. Philadelphia: Chelsea House Publishers, 2002.
Brecht, Bertolt. Baal, A Man’s a Man, and The Elephant Calf: Early Plays by Bertolt Brecht.
New York: Grove Press, 1989.

. Bertolt Brecht Journals 1934-1955. New York: Routledge, 1993.

. Bertolt Brecht Short Stories 1921—1946. London: Methuen, 1983.

. Bertolt Brecht Collected Plays Volume 7. New York: Vintage Books, 1975.
———“On The Caucasian Chalk Circle.” TDR: The Drama Review 12, no. 1 (1967) 88-100.
. The Caucasian Chalk Circle. Methuen Student Editions. London: Methuen, 1984.
Du, Wenwei. “The Chalk Circle Comes Full Circle: From Yuan Drama Through the
Western Stage to Peking Opera.” Asian Theatre Journal 12, no. 2 (1995) 307-25.

Fuegi, John. Bertolt Brecht: Chaos, According to Plan. Cambridge [Cambridgeshire], New
York: Cambridge University Press, 1987.

Hayman, Ronald. Brecht: A Biography. New York: Oxford University Press, 1983.

Kuhn, Tom, and Steve Giles, eds. Brecht on Art and Politics. London: Methuen, 2003.
Laver, James, trans. The Circle of Chalk: A Play in Five Acts Adapted from the Chinese by
Klabund. London: William Heinemann, Ltd., 1929.

Lyon, James K. Bertolt Brecht in America. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1980.

44

Thoss, Martin. Brecht for Beginners. Danbury, ct: Writers & Readers Publishing, 1994.
Volker, Klaus. Brecht: A Biography. New York: The Seabury Press, 1978.
Willett, John. Brecht on Theatre: The Development of an Aesthetic. New York: Hill and Wang,

1964.

CHALK CIRCLE WOP draft2 (correct pagination)v2.indd 44 2/3/10 1:07 PM



