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QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER

1. How does the formality of Racine’s language interplay with the passions of his characters?

2. There are many unseen forces in Phédre—the gods, a complicated political landscape,

and a strict social etiquette. How does this production illustrate these forces at work?

3. How does the use of contemporary music in this production affect or inform your

theatrical experience?
4. Do you sympathize with Phedre’s plight? Why or why not?
5. Who is ultimately to blame for Hippolytus’s death?

6. Phedre’s final lines are, “Death at last withdraws the light from my eyes / and returns the
day I soiled to purity.” What does she mean? Does any good come from her death?
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